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PRESIDENT?S REPORT AUGUST 2023
Presented by Desley Garnett

I  pr esent  to you the Annual Repor t  of the N ew Far m and Dist r icts H istor ical   
Society for  the 2022-2023 year.  

As I  w r i te this r epor t , Br isbane (and indeed Aust r al ia) is just  coming out  of 
another  wave of Omicr on COVID vir us infect ions affect ing a lar ge  number  of 
people. For  mor e than 2 year s now, the Society has, l ike many  gr oups, l ived 
w ith the uncer tainty of the effects of the pandemic on the  abi l i t y of the 
society to meet  in i t s nor mal pat ter n. For tunately, only the  Febr uar y publ ic 
meet ing in 2022 had to be cancel led due to the inadvisabi l i t y of meet ing in 
lar ge gr oups. M ember s have made their  own decisions about  pr otect ing 
themselves fr om the possibi l i t y of cont r act ing the vir us when mixing in a 
lar ge gr oup. This has possibly affected number s at tending the publ ic 
meet ings on the four th Satur day of each month at  2:30 pm at  the M er thyr  
Road Unit ing Chur ch War ner  H al l . 

Last  August  we r ecognised the huge cont r ibut ion that  Ross Gar net t  made 
over  the past  17 year s as Pr esident  of the N ew Far m and Dist r icts H istor ical   
Society. H e over saw i t s incor por at ion and i t s gr ow th fr om a smal l  gr oup of  
about  30 who met  in the Ron M uir  Room to a society w ith 150 member s. 
Publ ic meet ings now have 70 ? 140 at tendees each month. Dur ing this  past  
year  we have bui l t  on that  momentum to incr ease the cur r ent  f inancial  
member ship to over  200.

Committee 

The dedicated  commit tee has met  monthly and I  w ish to thank each per son 
for  their   suppor t . 
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Par t icular  thanks to Aust in Adams  who is r et i r ing fr om the commit tee this 
year. Aust in has r esear ched and r ef ined the video r ecor ding of the monthly 
meet ings that  ar e appr eciated by many people who can?t  at tend the 
meet ings. M ost   videos have been viewed by over  80 people after  the 
meet ing. The videos  of the meet ings plus some meet ings in 2010 ar e al l  
avai lable at   ht tps://vimeo.com/showcase/8485721

President: 
Desley Gar net t  

Vice President: 
M alcolm Godfr ey 

Minute Secretary: 
Vir ginia Balmain 

Treasurer: 
Denise Buckby  

Committee Members: 
Aust in Adams, Ben Pr i t char d, 
Janet ta Douglas (to Febr uar y 2022)

Cowin transport, courtesy G Cowin
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The cont r ibut ions of al l  of our  speaker s who fr eely give of their  t ime to 
pr epar e and pr esent  their  pr esentat ions at  the monthly meet ings is always 
appr eciated. The meet ings each begin w ith a musical  pr elude by Stewar t  Fr ee 
and this sets a welcoming ambience to the meet ings. Also appr eciated ar e the 
excer pts of M ovietone N ews that  Stuar t  Wal lace pr epar es for  our  nostalgia. 

Society office

Volunteer s have staffed the Society off ice each Thur sday after noon. Stuar t  
Wal lace has commenced wor k ing on digi t ising the r esour ces in the ar chives. 
This is a big pr oject  and w i l l  need mor e volunteer s to assist  w i th the pr ocess.  
The smal l  Society Off ice housing our  ar chives and the use of the Ron M uir  
Room on Thur sday after noons ar e pr ovided fr ee of char ge by the Br isbane 
City Counci l  and we ar e gr ateful  to BCC for  this pr ovision. These past  few  
months, we have int r oduced ?Cuppa and Chat? on Thur sday after noons as a 
way of get t ing to know each other , meet  new  member s and give society 
member s and the gener al  publ ic an oppor tuni t y to look into the ar chives. We 
w i l l  keep this new  ini t iat ive going and welcome new volunteer s to be on the 
r oster  to host  these meet -ups.

Communication and Marketing

Newsletters

Our  inter est ing and wel l -pr esented newslet ter  r emains the most  common way  
of communicat ing to our  member s. Cur r ent ly the newslet ter  is emai led to 
over  1200 subscr iber s and posted to about  90 people. Ger ar d Benjamin has  
compi led and edi ted the 10 monthly edi t ions each year  since August  2011.  

We have been t r eated to many inter est ing and infor mat ive ar t icles,  
pr ofessional ly designed and appr eciated by so many. The August  2022 edi t ion  
of the newslet ter  is the last  one to be edi ted by Ger ar d. TH AN K YOU, 
GERARD!  

The good news is that  Emma Golder  has accepted the r ole of newslet ter  
edi tor , commencing in September. TH AN K YOU, EM M A!  We look for war d to 
the submission of shor t  ar t icles by society member s and fr iends for  
publ icat ion in the newslet ter.
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New Farm Powerhouse interior, 1952
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